REPORT  No.  6. 


During  the  year  1880  Inquests  were  held  upon 
1,531  persons  in  the  District  of  Central  Middlesex. 
This  large  area  now  comprises  more  than  a million 
inhabitants,  and  embraces  eight  of  the  largest  parishes 
of  the  metropolis,  each  having  a population  equal  to 
the  principal  Cities  of  the  Kingdom. 

The  following  is  the  decennial  increase  of  the 
population  at  the  period  of  the  Census  : — 

Of  1851.  1861.  1871.  1881. 

Estimated  at 

664,827.  804,960.  956,453.  1,057,591. 

Annual  number  of  Inquests  in  the  last  eight  years. 


1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

1877. 

1878. 

1879. 

1880. 

1,G41 

1,552 

1,603 

1,461 

1,323 

1,456 

1,598 

1,631 

h 

EXPENSES. 

Annual 

Each  Year 

5,471  5 6 
3 8 3 

5,092  19  2 
3 9 8} 

4,875  11  9 
3 13  31 

5,227  11  3 
3 11  9i 

5,805  4 0 
3 8 11 

6,244  17  1 
3 8 6 

Besides  these  Inquests  duly  held , a large  number 
of  other  cases  were  referred  to  me,  by  the  Begistrars 


and  Medical  Men  of  the  District,  and  have,  after 
careful  investigation,  been  refused.  It  is  only  right 
to  mention  this,  because  it  effects  a great  saving  of 
expense  to  the  County,  although  the  investigation  and 
reporting  of  such  cases  entails  upon  me  and  the  officers 
of  the  Coroner’s  Court  much  trouble  and  correspon- 
dence for  which  no  remuneration  is  provided,  whilst 
at  the  same  time,  it  will  be  seen,  it  has  materially 
reduced  the  annual  and  quinquennial  average. 

Tables  I.  to  VI.  give  (1)  an  analysis  of  the  nature 
of  cases  in  each  Parish  ; (2)  the  causes  of  death  ; 
(3)  illegitimate  children ; (4)  natural  causes ; (5) 
accidental  deaths  ; (6)  deaths  accelerated  by  neglect 
and  exposure,  drinking  habits,  &c. 

Besides  the  Supplementary  Reports  already  pub- 
lished,* others  in  the  press  relate  to  contemplated 
reforms  and  legislation  on  the  Coroner’s  duties  will 
shortly  be  issued,  having  special  reference  to  topics 
concerned  in  the  regeneration  of  this  ancient  and  most 
useful  institution. 


*On  Alleged  Unnecessary  and  Improper  Inquests;  on  Inquiries 
into  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions ; on  Inquiries  into  Deaths  at  Sea  ; 
on  Civil  Registrations  of  Deaths  and  misuse  of  Medical  Certificates  ; on 
Reforms  required  of  the  Coroner’s  Court  and  Proposed  Legislation. 


T,A  B L E I. 

Inquests  on  Deaths  in  Parishes  of  Central  Middlesex  in  1880. 
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TABLE  III. 

Ages  of  Infants , Illegitimate  and  Legitimate  Children , and 
Children  under  16  years  of  age , upon  which  Inquests 
were  held  during  Jive  years  ending  1880. 


Infants  under 
1 year. 

Infants 

from 
to  7. 

year 

Children  from  7 years 
to  16. 

Total  Inquests 
under  16 
years  of  age. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 
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M. 

F. 

Total. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Inquests  on  Deaths  from  Natural  Causes  in  the 

Year  1880. 
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TABLE  V. 


Inquests  on  Deaths  from  Accidental  Causes,  Injuries , Cause 
Unknown  and  Found  Dead , in  the  Year  1880. 


c3 

a 


<3 

P 

p 

P 

cfl 


rO 

ciS  . 

0-1  *■« 
^ °s 

P a* 
* >« 


Lm  h 

4) 

. "0 
q 
« 3 
> 
o 
x> 

< 


•T3 

a 

3 

"a 

B . 
a o 


t- 

o 

31 

OJ 

fl 

as 

S 

c« 


Totals. 


Burns  from  Clothes  j 
taking  fire,  and  Scalds  ! 
from  Hot  Water, 

Coffee,  Tea,  etc 

Suffocation  and  Found) 

Dead  at  Birth  [ 

Suffocation  in  Bed,  at) 
Mother’s  breast,  and 

in  arms  J 

Suffocation  from  ) 

Drowning j 

Suffocation  from  va-  1 
rious  other  causes  ...  J 

Poisoning  

Accs.  & Misadventure  1 
on  Railways,  and  by  J 

Machinery  / 

Injuries  by  falling  from  \ 
Scaffolds,  Windows,  I 
Houses,  Down-stairs,  ( 

etc J 

Injuries  by  run  over) 
in  Streets  by  Horses,  t 

Cabs,  Vans,  etc j 

Injuries  from  falling  in  ) 

the  Streets I 

Injuries  from  various 

other  causes  

Found  Dead,  cause  not 
known  


29 
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16 

5 

476 


8 

TABLE  VI. 

Ages  of  Persons  at  Death  on  which  Inquests  were  held 
in  the  following  class  of  cases,  viz.  : — 


1. — Deaths  caused  or  accelerated  by  Exposure,  Neglect , and 
Starvation  during  three  years. 


Under 
1 year. 

From  1 to 
5 years. 

From  5 to 
20. 

From  20  to 
40. 

From  40  to 
00. 

From  60 
upward. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

9 

5 

5 

7 

4 

2 

5 

5 

6 

7 
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10 

73 

1878. 

11 

12 
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3 

3 

2 
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6 
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10 
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1879. 
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1880. 

2. — Deaths  caused  or  accelerated  by  Drinking  habits. 


From  5 to  20 
years. 

From  20  to 
40. 

From  40  to 
60. 

From  60  up- 
ward. 

Totals. 

M. 
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3. — Deaths  front  Infanticide , Homicide , Wilful  Murder, 

and  Manslaughter. 


Newly  born  and 
under  1 y«ar. 

From  1 to 
6 years. 

From  5 to 
20  years. 

From  20 
to  40. 

From  40 
to  60. 

From  60 
upward. 

Totals. 

43 

2 

1 

Pistol  shot. 

1 

... 

1 

46 

1878. 

33 

1 

5 

2 

2 

45 

1879. 

36 
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2 

3 

2 

0 

43 

1880 

4. — Suicide  or  Self  Murder  in  1880. 


Under  20 
Tears. 

From  20 
to  30. 

From  SO 
to  40. 

From  40 
to  50. 

From  50 
to  60. 

From  60 
to  70. 

Totgl. 

5 15 

17 

19 

19 

14 

89 

1880. 

